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Claims 



1. (Currently Amended) A measuring tape for measuring the-a_di stance 
between a first point and a second point comprising 

a housing having a blade outlet and a blade hub centrally located inside said 
housing, 

a flexible elongated blade having 

ef*e-a_fixed end connected to said blade hub and coiled into a roll around the 
said blade hub, 

a first lengthwise edge, and hov i ng 

a free end having a widthwise edge and extending from said housing through 
said blade outlet, and 

a tab fixed to the-saidjree end of the blade for temporarily and removably 
hooking the-said free end of the blade to the first point, said tab extending in a plane 
perpendicular to tbe-said_blade in at least twe-three_directions transverse to a-said 
lengthwise edge of the b l ade at the free end of the b l ade with such that no portion of 
the-said_tab extend i ng extends substantially beyond said perpendicular planp-44^4^ 
perpendicular to the blodc^ . 

2. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape of claim 1, the wherein said 
blade hav i ng further comprises 

a second lengthwise edge and 

two sets of indicia imprinted thefeen -onto said blade whirh correspond to 
units of measure, 

the first set of indicia including numbers imprinted along a first lengthwise 
edge portion of the- said blade and positioned on the-said_blade such that the 
numbcrssaid indicia are arranged in an upright position one after the other and 
increase in value when read from the -said free end of the b l ade toward the-said_fixed 
end of the b l ad e, and 

the second set of indicia including numbers imprinted along a second 
lengthwise edge portion of the-said_blade and positioned on the-said_blade such that 
the numbcrssaid indicia are arranged in an_upside-down position one after the other, 
relative to the-sajd_first set of numbcrs indicia , and increase in value when read from' 
the-said free end of the blodo toward the -said fixed end of the blade, 

wherein one of the-said_sets of numbers indicia is legible right-side-up 
whether the-said_free end of the b l ade is positioned at the first point or the second 
point. 
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3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape of claim 1- wherein the tab 
having further comprises: 

a bracket portion having a bracket end fixed to said free end and coplanar 
with said free end: and 

and an X-shaped hook portion attached to said bracket end 

wherei n cop l anar with ond f i xed to the free end of the b l ade and on X ghaped 
hook portion attached to the end of th e bracket portion, th e said hook portion 
extend i ng extends upwardly, downwardly, and widthwise transverse to fche -said first 
lengthwise edge of the b l ade at the free end of the blade . 

5. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape of claim 1 wherein said tab 
comprises: 

a bracket po rtion having a bracket end fixed to said free end and coplanar 
with said free end: and 

the tab hoving o bracket portion cop l anar w i th and attached to the free end of 
the blade and a circular disc-shaped hook portion attached to the -said bracket end-ef 
the bracket port i on , said hook portion extending radially 360 degrees transverse to 
the- said first lengthwise edge of the b l odc at the free end of the b l ade . 

6. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape of claim 2, wherein 

the-said first set of indicia and said second sets of numbers i ndjei^bemg-are 
arranged in a right-side-up orientation relative to the -said first lengthwise edoe and 
said second lengthwise edg e portions of the blade , respectively. 

7. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape of claim 2, wherein 

the-said first set of indicia and sajd_second sets of numbers bc i ng indicia are 
arranged in an upside-down orientation relative to ite-said first lengthwise edge and 
said second lengthwise edge port i ons of the blade , respectively. 

8. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape of claim 2, wherein 

the tab be i ng T shaped and hov i ng o bracket port i on coplanar w i th and fixed 
to the free end of the b l ade ond o hook portion extend i ng upwardly and downward l y 
transverse to the lengthwise edge of the blade at the free end of the b l ade, or 

the tab comprises 
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hoving a bracket portion fixed to said free end and coplanar to said free end 
cop l anor w i th and fixed to the free end of the b l ade and having a bracket end and 

a hook portion selected from the group consisting of 

an "X"-shaped hook portion attached to the end of the bracket port i on said 
bracket end, toe -said hook portion extending upwardly, downwardly, and widthwise 
transverse to toe-said first lengthwise edge of the blade at the free end of the b l ade, 
w and 

the tab having a brocket port i on cop l anar with and attached to the free end of 
the blade and a circular disc-shaped hook portion attached to the end of the brocket 
peffctefisaid bracket end r said hook portion extending radially 360 degrees transverse 
to toe-said first lengthwise edge of the b l ade at the free end of the b l ade . 

9. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape of claim 1 7 

toe-wherein said tab further compr i s i ng comprises a base fixed to the first 
end of the blade said free end and an extension removably connected to toe -said 
base, toe-sa]d_extension having a slot into which toe -said base is inserted for 
removable interconnection therewith, and toe -said extension extending in at least 
twe-three_directions transverse to toe -said first lengthwise edge of the blade. 

10. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape recited in claim 9, wherein 
toe-sa|d_base compris i ng comprises an "L^-shaped* base, one portion of toe-said 
base being cop l anor with and attached to-toe -, and coplanar with, said free end-ef 
the blade . 

11. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape recited in claim 9, toe -said 
extension beim- com prising an " X"-shaped - hook that- aftd extending extends 
upwardly, downwardly, and widthwise transverse to toe -said first lengthwise edge-ef 
the blad e. 

12. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape recited in claim 9, said to e 
extension bem§-comprising a circular disc extending radially 360 degrees transverse 
to toe- said first lengthwise edg e of the blade . 

13. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape recited in claim 9, said 
b lade further comprising a second lengthwise edge wherein said first set of indicia 
and sa|d_second sets of numbers indici^belf=^are_arranged in a right-side-up 
orientation relative to the-said_first lengthwise edge and said_second lengthwise 
edge s of sa i d b l ad e, respectively. 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Cancelled) 
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17. (Currently Amended) A measuring tape for measuring the distance 
between a first point and a second point comprising 

a housing having a blade outlet and a blade hub centrally located inside said 
housing, 

a flexible elongated blade having 

ene-ajixed end connected to said blade hub and coiled into a roll around the 
said blade hub, and hav i ng 

a first lengthwise edge, and 

a free end having a widthwise edge and extending from the housing through 
the -said blade outlet, 

a removable tab attachable to said free end of the b l odc for temporarily and 
removably hooking the -said free end of the b l ad e to the first point, and 

means for attaching tfce-sajdjab to tke-said_free end of the blade, 

wherein t he- said tab, when attached to tfre -said free end,, of the b l ad e 
extend i ng extends in a plane perpendicular to tfre -said blade in at least two -three 
directions transverse to a -said lengthwise edge of the b l ade at the -said free end of 
the b l ade w i thsuch that no portion of tfre- said tab extend i ng e xtends substantially 
beyond said perpendicular plane that ir, porponH i m l nr tn i-hn h i nrjn 

18. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape recited in claim 17, 
tfre -said blade hav i ng further comprising 

a second lengthwise edge and 

two sets of indicia imprinted thereon onto said blade which correspond to 
units of measure, 

the-a.fi rst set of said two sets of indicia including numbers imprinted along a 
sa'd first lengthwise edge port i on of the blade and positioned on the -said blade such 
that the numbcrssaid indicia are arranged in upright position one after the other and 
increase in value when read from the -said free end of the b l ade toward fche -said fixed 
end of the b l ade , and 

tbe-a_second set of said two sets of indicia including numbers imprinted along 
a-sa|d_second lengthwise edge port i on of the blad e and positioned on tfce-sajd_blade 
such that the numbcrssaid indicia are arranged in upside-down position one after the 
other, relative to tbe-sa|d_first set of numbers, and increase in value when read from 
the-said free end of the b l ade toward tfre -said fixed end of the blade , 
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where i n whereby one of the -said sets of number s indicia is legible right-side- 
up whether tbe-said_free end of the blade is positioned at the first point or the 
second point. 

19. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape recited in claim 17, fche-said 
tab comprising a base fixed to said free end of the b l ade and an extension removably 
connected to the -said base, the extension having a slot into which the -said base is 
inserted for removable interconnection therewith, the -said extension extending in at 
least two -three directions transverse to a -said first lengthwise edge of the b l ad e at 
the -said free end of the b l ade . 

20. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape recited in claim 19, the-sajd 
base comprising an "L"-shaped- base, one portion of the -said base being coplanar 
with and attached to , and coplanar with, said reference free_end of soid blade , the 
sajd_extension bem^ -comprisinq an " X"-shaped" hook and extending upwardly, 
downwardly, and widthwise transverse to a -said first lengthwise edge of the b l ade at 
tfre -said free end of the b l ade . 

21. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape recited in claim 19, tfre-said 
base comprising an "L"-shaped- base, one portion of tfre -said base being cop l anar 



w i th and attached to , and coplanar with, tbe -said free end of the b l ad e, said 
extension bema -comprising a circular disc extending radially 360 degrees transverse 
to a -said first lengthwise edge of the b l ade at the free end of the b l ade . 

22. (Currently Amended) A removable tab extension adapted to be 
attachab l e attached to the-ajree end of a blade of a measuring tape for temporarily 
and removably hooking tfre -said free end of a b l ade of a measur i ng tope to tbe-a 
point being measured from, tbe-saidjrieasuring tape comprising a housing having a 
blade outlet and a blade hub centrally located inside said housing, a flexible 
elongated blade having one fixed end connected to said blade hub and coiled into a 
roll around said blade hub, a lengthwise edge, and hav i ng a free end extending from 
said housing through said blade outlet, and a tab fixed to said free end of the b l ade 
for temporar il y and removably hooking the free end of the b l ade to the f i rst po i nt , 
the tab extension comprisingi 

a connection portion having means for removably connecting the -said tab 
extension to the-sajd_tab f i xed to the free end of the b l ade of the measur i ng tap e, 
and 

a hooking device portion extending in a plane perpendicular to tbe-said_blade 
in at least twe-three_directions transverse to a-sajdjengthwise edge of the blade of 
the measuring tope at the -said free end of the b l od e when the -said tab extension is 
attached to tfre -said tab of the measuring tope with no portion of the -said tab and 
said tab extension extending substantially beyond the -said perpendicular plane-tha* 
i s perpend i cular to the b l ode when the tab extens i on i s attached to the tab of the 
measur i ng tape . 
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23. (Currently Amended) The tab extension of claim 22, 

the-saidjiooking device portion beff^ -comprisina an "X"-shaped" hook emd 
that extend i ng extends upwardly, downwardly, and widthwise transverse to a -said 
lengthwise edge of the b l ade at the -said free end of the b l ade when the -said tab 
extension is connected to the-sajd_tab of the measur i ng tape . 

24. (Currently Amended) The tab extension of claim 22, 

the- said hooking portion befng -comprisina a circular disc extending radially 
360 degrees transverse to a -said lengthwise edge of the b l ade at the free end of the 
b l ade when the- said tab extension is connected to the-said_tab of the measur i ng 
tape. 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape of claim 1, 

said tab being rotatably fixed to tfre -said free end of the b l ade, said tab being 
such that said tab is rotatable 360 degrees transverse to tbe-saidjengthwise edge of 
the blade at the free end of the b l ade . 

28. (Currently Amended) The measuring tape recited in claim 17, said tab 
being rotatably fixed to the- said free end of the b l ade, said tab bc i nq such that said 
tab is rotatable 360 degrees transverse to a- said lengthwise edge of the blade at the 
said free end of the blade . 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Cancelled) 

31. (New) A measuring tape for measuring a distance between a first 
point and a second point comprising 

a housing having a blade outlet and a blade hub centrally located inside said 
housing, 

a flexible elongated blade having 

a fixed end connected to said blade hub and coiled into a roll around said 
blade hub, 

a first lengthwise edge, and 

a free end having a widthwise edge and extending from said housing through 
said blade outlet, and 
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a tab rotatably fixed to said free end such that said tab is rotatable 360 
degrees transverse to said lengthwise edge at said free end and configured for 
temporarily and removably hooking said free end to the first point, said tab 
extending in a plane perpendicular to said blade in at least two directions transverse 
to said lengthwise edge such that no portion of said tab extends substantially beyond 
said perpendicular plane 

32. (New) A measuring tape for measuring the distance between a first 
point and a second point comprising 

a housing having a blade outlet and a blade hub centrally located inside said 
housing, 

a flexible elongated blade having 

a fixed end connected to said blade hub and coiled into a roll around said 
blade hub, 

a first lengthwise edge, and 

a free end having a widthwise edge and extending from the housing through 
said blade outlet 

a removable tab rotatably attachable to said free end such that said tab is 
rotatable 360 degrees transverse to said lengthwise edge at said free end and 
configured for temporarily and removably hooking said free end to the first point, 
and 

means for attaching said tab to said free end of the blade, 

wherein said tab, when attached to said free end, extends in a plane 
perpendicular to said blade in at least three directions transverse to said lengthwise 
edge at said free end such that no portion of said tab extends substantially beyond 
said perpendicular plane. 
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